
Group 1: 
I’ll be hood forever,
I’m the new Sinatra,
And since I made it here,
I can make it anywhere,
Yeah they love me everywhere

Questions: 
What do those lines mean? What is the importance of Sinatra for New York? What does Jay-Z say 
about the chances for success in New York? Discuss.

Extra Material:

Frank Sinatra – New York, New York:

Start spreading the news, I'm leaving today
I want to be a part of it - New York, New York
These vagabond shoes, are are longing to stray
Right through the very heart of it - New York, New York

I wanna wake up in a city that doesn't sleep
And find I'm king of the hill - top of the heap

These little town blues, are melting away
I'll make a brand new start of it - in old New York
If i can make it there, I'll make it anywhere
It's up to you - New York, New York

New York, New York
I want to wake up in a city that never sleeps
And find I'm a number one, top of the list
King of the hill, a number one

These little town blues, are melting away
And I'm gonna make a brand new start of it - in old New York 
And if i can make it there, I'm gonna make it anywhere

It's up to you - New York New York 



Group 2:
Sitting courtside, Knicks and Nets give me high fives,
I be spiked out, I can trip a referee
[…] Catch me at the X with OG at a Yankee game,
Sh-t I made the yankee hat more famous than a yankee can

Questions: 
Why does Jay-Z mention sports teams? Why are they important? What do line 2 and 4 say about 
Jay-Z?

Extra material:

Knicks and Nets – famous basketball teams from NY

Spiked out – referring to Spike Lee (movie director), who is always sitting courtside at Knicks games 
(so close to the game he could trip a referee if he stuck his leg out - good expensive seats 

X – short for BX (Bronx), where the Yankee stadium is located

OG - Juan Pérez, who headed Jay-Z's latin Roc-La-Familia label and also co-owns The 40/40 Club 
sports bar chain with Jay and Desiree Gonzalez. Juan Pérez has contributed background vocals to Jay-
Z's music, and is credited as Juan "OG" Pérez. 

Yankees – Baseball team

yankee hat - 

Tipp: Jay-Z is huge basketball fan, Jay-Z is a co-owner of the New Jersey Nets 



Group 3: 
Welcome to the melting pot,
Corners where we selling rocks,
Afrika bambaataa sh-t,
Home of the hip hop,
Yellow cab, gypsy cab, dollar cab, holla back,
For foreigners it aint fair, they forgot how to add

Questions: Which impression of NY do you have when reading these lines? Why does Jay-Z mention 
these particular aspects of life in NY?

Extra material:

melting pot – 1. a pot in which metals or other substances are melted or fused.
2.a country, locality, or situation in which a blending of races, peoples, or cultures is taking place. 

rock- drugs

Afrika Bambaataa - Afrika Bambaataa is an American DJ from the South Bronx, New York who was 
instrumental in the early development of hip hop throughout the 1980s. Afrika Bambaataa is one of the 
three originators of break-beat deejaying, and is respectfully known as the "Grandfather" and 
"Godfather" and The Amen Ra of Universal Hip Hop Culture as well as The Father of The Electro 
Funk Sound. Through his co-opting of the street gang the Black Spades into the music and culture-
oriented Universal Zulu Nation, he is responsible for spreading hip hop culture throughout the world. 

Cabs - He names all types of the most common transportation in NY (yellow cab - taxi, gypsy cab - 
illegal taxi, dollar cab - one dollar taxi). 

Tipp:
#1: taxi drivers in NYC charge foreigners more money and pretend they don't know how to add when 
counting up tolls. 

#2: You have to melt cocaine powder to prepare it into crack rocks, so think about the term “meltingg 
pot”



Group 4:
Caught up in the in crowd,
Now your in-style,
And in the winter gets cold 
En vogue with your skin out

Questions: What is Jay-Z talking about here? Which values are presented in these lines and how are 
they evaluated? 

Extra material: 

In-Style and Vogue – fashion magazines

in crowd - A generic name probably coined in the swinging sixties to refer to people who went to the 
best parties

Tipp: Line 3 sounds like “ Anna in Wintour”! Anna in Wintour is Editor-in-Chief of Vogue and the 
inspiration for the cold-hearted boss from hell in “The Devil Wears Prada”



Group 5:
Came here for school, graduated to the high life,
Ball players, rap stars, addicted to the limelight,
MDMA got you feeling like a champion,
The city never sleeps better slip you a Ambien

Questions:  What is the main aspect of these lines? What does Jay-Z say about success?

Extra material:

high life - An extravagant or luxurious style of living

limelight - Limelight is a type of stage lighting once used in theatres and music halls. Although it has 
long since been replaced by electric lighting, the term has nonetheless survived, as someone in the 
public eye is still said to be "in the limelight." 

MDMA – ecstasy

Ambien – a drug for people who cannot sleep

Tipp: Frank Sinatra – New York, New York → “I want to wake up in the city that never sleeps.”



Group 6:
Don’t bite the apple Eve [...]
Hail Mary to the city you're a virgin,
And Jesus can’t save you
Life starts when the church ends

Questions:  Why does Jay-Z bring up Mary and what is her relation to the city? What does this text 
mean (especially the last line) ?

Extra material:

Eve - according to the Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament and the Quran, the first woman and the second 
person created by God, and an important figure in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Her husband was 
Adam, from whose rib God created her to be his companion. She succumbs to the serpent's temptation 
via the suggestion that to eat the forbidden fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
would improve the way God had made her, and that she would not die, and she, believing the lie of the 
werpent rather than the earlier instruction from God, shares the fruit with Adam. As a result, the first 
humans are expelled from the Garden of Eden and are cursed. 

Mary – Mary was the wife of Joseph and the mother of Jesus Christ, who was conceived within her by 
the Holy Spirit when she was a virgin. 

Virgin – someone who hasn't had sex

Tipp:

NY = big apple
virgin is a symbol for....????


